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O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

Advent is a season that was intentionally 
celebrated in the home in which I was raised.  
My siblings and I pleaded with our parents to 
put up the Christmas tree a few weeks before 
Christmas; we always waited at least until 
December 22 or 23 (One year, we decorated 
the tree on December 24!). My mom and dad 
told us that we needed to celebrate Advent. 

Every evening as we prayed grace before 
supper, we lit candles on the advent wreath. 
The four candles allowed us to count up to 
Christmas. Three purple candles and one rose 
candle graced the wreath. We learned that the 
rose candle is lit on the Third Sunday of 
Advent and represents joy, and the purple 
candles represent prayer, penance and 
sacrifice. The lighted candles remind us of the 
light of Christ that filled our world that first 
Christmas and continues to fill our world. My 
siblings and I learned the wreath was circular 
because a circle has no beginning or end; the 
circle reminded us that God has no beginning 
or end. The evergreens fixed to the wreath 
symbolized new life; Jesus came to bring us 
new life.  

Most years, we also had an Advent calendar.   
The calendar had small, sealed doors and one 
of the doors was opened each day, beginning 
with Dec. 1st. My siblings and I took turns 
opening the door for the day, and behind each 
door was a small picture of an item that 
related to the season. The Advent calendar 
allowed us to count up to Christmas, too. 

Some years, we placed two shoe boxes on a 
dresser. One box was empty, the other filled 
with straw. When we did a good deed, we 
placed a piece of straw in the box that had 
been empty. The goal was to have much straw 
in the box so that Jesus would have a 
comfortable crib at Christmas. 

One year, my older sister made a Jesse Tree. 
Jesse was the father of King David, and Jesus 
is from the line of David. (The genealogy of 
Jesus is found at Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 
3:23-38). The Jesse Tree is a way to recount 
the teachings of the Old Testament and how 
God prepared people for the birth of Jesus. 
Some examples:  a rainbow is hung on the 
Jesse Tree to remind us of the teaching of 
Noah and the Ark, and a picture of the Ten 
Commandments is hung to remind us of 
God’s covenant given to Moses and the 
Chosen People. Each day, during Advent, my 
sister hung another symbol on the tree as we 
remembered God’s great love for us. 

It is good to be intentional about celebrating 
Advent. It is a time to prepare to celebrate 
again the birth of Jesus (His first coming). It 
is also a time for our hearts and minds to look 
forward to His coming at the end of time (his 
second coming). Advent is a time of hope. 
We hope in Jesus and all that He promises. 

May God bless us richly this Advent Season.  
Let us pray for one another. 

Prayers your way, too. 

Bishop Joe 
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The Feast of All Souls was  

celebrated on November 2nd. 

We remembered those members 

of our Corpus Christi  

Community who have died  

and were buried from the  

Parish throughout the past year.  

The Feast of All Souls 

New Parishioners 
Join us in welcoming our new parishioners!  
We are so glad to have you as part of our  
Corpus Christi Community! 

Bob & Kathy Gruber 

Bruce Knabe & family 

Melissa Sauceda 

Brian & Marites Woytsek & family 

Rosemary Arcaro 

Kevin Arents 

Jane Benter 

Frenchie Blanchet 

Pam Carlton 

Robert Cook Jr 

Tonya Corwin 

Daniel Cottingham 

Connie Decker 

Don Decker 

Gary Epplen 

Larry Farley 

Sharon Fisher 

Charles Flinchum 

Joan Fluegeman 

Ann Franchi 

Donald Fuerbacher 

Charlotte Girmann 

Jerome Greager 

Fran Harpring 

Joyce Hollstegge 

Sally Hudson 

Ross Jensen 

Wanda Kennedy 

Joseph Mattan Sr. 

Ronald McKinley 

Steve McKinley 

Eileen Miller 

John B. Miller 

Edward Miller Jr. 

Raymond Paragin 

Elias Perdue 

Morgan Pleasant 

Marjorie Price 

Richard Rademacher 

Ruth Rieger 

Joann Riese 

Albert Silber 

John Slewitzke 

Shirley Spaeth 

Clara Staverman 

Norbert Sterwerf 

John Thompson 

Linda Vaughn 

Jim Wessel 

Nick White 

Ann Whyle   

Baptisms 
Congratulations to the following families whose  

children were recently baptized at Corpus Christi. 

Benjamin James Blankenbuehler 

son of Mark and Rachel Blankenbuehler 

Ayden Emiliano Gervacio 

son of Alonso Arciniega and Evelia Hernandez 

Olivia Rylee Howells 

daughter of John Howells II and Sarah Gunther 

Celebrating 65 years of marriage  
Edward & Jean Klug 
Marvin & Anna Wasserman 

Celebrating 60 years of marriage  
Jerry & Marian Heeney 
William & Carolyn Morrissey 
Thomas & Gertrude Schneider 

Celebrating 50 years of marriage 
Marty & Barb Deuter 
Heberto & Virginia Garza 
Jess & Susan Parrett 
Thomas & Ruth Reininger 
Louis & Linda Saksefski 
Robert & Nancy Sauerbeck 
James & Bethany Threlfall 

Celebrating 40 years of marriage 
Robert & Virginia Harrington 
Gregory & Lynn Hortemiller 
Norman & Linda Laker 
Randall & Victoria Lane 
Philip & Elizabeth Neumann 
James & Paula Riley 

Celebrating 25 years of marriage 
John & Cynthia Bamonte 
Lester & Tammy Bennett 
John & Grace Haffey 
Richard & Gerise Marquart 
Christopher & Elzbieta Telling 
Donald & Kimberly Wesley 

Milestone Wedding Anniversaries 

Congratulations to the  

couples from  

Corpus Christi Church  

that are celebrating  

milestone wedding  

anniversaries in 2021! 

Changes? 
Have you changed your email? Did you get rid of your home phone? Have you moved 
in the last year? Please contact the Parish Office to update your information. Call us at 
513-825-0618 or email info@corpuschristicommunity.org with your updates. 



 

Why donate? 
The Beacons of Light initiative from the Archdiocese is  
intended to energize our Catholic faith communities, but  
extensive coverage and speculation in the media seems to be 
focused on negatives, specifically, closure of parishes. My 
perspective on this is that Corpus Christi will continue to 
provide opportunities to learn the Word of God, participate 
in vibrant Worship, and perform wonderful works of Service 
to our community for many years to come. 

A recent question on the Beacons of Light homepage reads, 
“Will financial donations remain with one’s current Parish or 
will it go to one’s new [Parish] Family upon the  
implementation of Families of Parishes in July 2022?” Here 
is the response from the Archdiocese: 

“Parishes will remain as individual juridic persons that 
retain money donated to them upon the implementation 
of Families of Parishes. Individual parish finances will  
remain separate and not be comingled with other  
parishes in the Family of Parishes.” 

Yes, we have plans for the future. And we will need your 
continued financial support to make these plans a reality. 

In the past several years, your donations have paid for a  
major remodeling of Francis Hall (ceiling, floor, sound  
system etc.), new boilers (which keep us warm in the Church 
and in the Parish Center), extensive renovations to the  
Francis Hall kitchen (stove, ovens, cabinets etc.), and a new 
handicapped-accessible restroom on the Parish Center.  
Now, to complete our remodeling of Francis Hall, we need 
to raise $25,000 to repair and remodel our restrooms,  
including flooring, plumbing, and fixtures. 

As we all know, Francis Hall (“the Undercroft” as it was 
called for many years) has been the location for many Parish 
events, a place of fellowship and comfort for generations.  
How many of us have attended a function in Francis Hall…a 
Bible Study…a Youth Group event…a luncheon following a 
funeral? These events will continue, for years to come,  
regardless of our affiliation with a Family of Parishes,  
regardless of changes to the regular Mass schedule. 

This year, on Tuesday, Nov. 30 (“Giving Tuesday”),   
https://www.givecentral.org/location/1284/event/31235 

will once again be the online platform for electronic  
donations. Donating online is easy and secure, and has an 
added benefit of not being assessed (taxed) by the  
Archdiocese. In other words, the entire amount you donate 
(minus nominal credit card fees) goes to Corpus Christi. As 
the Archdiocese explains: 

The Archdiocesan “assessment waiver” for parish  
donations continues to apply for online donations made 
on Giving Tuesday through the GIVECatholicAOC  
website. The same criteria applies as the past three years 
for donations to be eligible for the assessment waiver: 
(1) Donation is made online through the  
GIVECatholicAOC platform, powered by GiveCentral, 
via credit card or EFT; (2) Donation is made on Giving 
Tuesday, November 30 (12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m.).   

(Please note that offline donations such as checks received at 
the parish are not eligible for the assessment waiver, but we 
are deeply grateful for any donation we receive!) 

Another opportunity to help Corpus Christi financially is 
shopping online at smile.amazon.com. Select CORPUS 
CHRISTI CHURCH, Cincinnati, OH to receive  
donations before you begin shopping. Amazon will  
remember your selection, and every eligible purchase you 
make will result in a donation. The AmazonSmile  
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your  
eligible purchase 

Also: our annual “2500 Club” drawings will begin soon!  
See the article in this issue of the Commentary for more  
information. 

Thanks to everyone who assists with Fundraising, and all 
aspects of Parish Life. Christ calls us to serve one another.  
As we use our God-given gifts to serve one another and 
work together to build our Parish community, we are  
answering Christ’s call. We are Corpus strong. 

God bless you for your goodness! 

Bill Marshall, Pastoral Associate 

Giving Tuesday: November 30th 
On Tuesday, November 30th, our annual Giving Tuesday fund 

drive will occur. We would like to raise $25,000 this year.  
Please scan the QR Code above or visit 

www.givecatholicaoc.org and select  

Corpus Christi Church to donate. 

Thank you for your years of generosity! 

#GIVECatholicAOC 

Another opportunity to help Corpus 
Christi financially is shopping online at 
smile.amazon.com. 

Select CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH, 
Cincinnati, OH as your supporting 
charity before you begin shopping.  
Amazon will remember your selection, 
and every eligible purchase you make will 
result in a 0.5% donation of the eligible 
purchase price. 

You can use the same account on Amazon 
and smile.amazon. Your shopping cart, 
and other account settings are the same, 
including prime membership benefits. 

Tues, November 30th 

https://www.givecentral.org/location/1284/event/31235
https://smile.amazon.com/


Pastoral Area Advent Events 
We will continue to follow CDC guidelines. Most Masses can be viewed online 

by following the links on our website:  www.corpuschristicommunity.org 

Taizé Prayer 
At St. John the Baptist, Dry Ridge 
Tuesday, November 30th at 7 p.m. 
Please join us for an evening of prayer and music. 

Cincinnati Brass Band Concert 
At Corpus Christi Church 
Sunday, December 5th at 2 p.m. 
Please join us for an afternoon of music. Free will donations to benefit the 
Glenmary Home Missioners. 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
At St. John Neumann Church 
Vigil: Tuesday, December 7th at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 8th at 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, December 8th at 7 p.m. 

At Corpus Christi Church 
Wednesday, December 8th at Noon 
Wednesday, December 8th at 7 p.m. 

3rd Sunday of Advent & 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day 
At Corpus Christi Church 
Sunday, December 12th at 10:45 a.m. 
We will celebrate this feast day with special music during Mass. 

Tribute to Jesus Choral Concert 
At St. John the Baptist, Dry Ridge 
Sunday, December 12th at 7 p.m. 
Please join members of Corpus Christi and St. John the Baptist Choirs for an 
evening of Advent and Christmas music. 

Pastoral Area Reconciliation Service 
At Corpus Christi Church 
Tuesday, December 14th at 7 p.m. 

Fair Trade Marketplace 
Corpus Christi Parish Center 

Open December 4th and 5th after Masses 

We have a wonderful assortment of items, perfect for anyone on your Christmas 
list. Every time any Fair Trade product is purchased, it is with the knowledge that 
the farmer, grower or laborer is receiving fair compensation for his/her work.  

Please call the Parish Office at 825-0618 for additional shopping hours. 



Christmas & New Year Weekends 
Please be sure to note the location of the Masses listed below.  Some Masses  

will be held only at Corpus Christi and some only at  St. John Neumann. 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
Corpus Christi Church 

Friday, December 24th at 3 p.m.* 

Friday, December 24th at 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December 25th, 10 a.m. 
*There will not be a grade school Christmas Program  

before the 3 p.m. Mass. 

St. John Neumann Church 

Friday, December 24th at 3 p.m. 

Friday, December 24th at 5:30 p.m. 

Friday, December 24th at 10:30 p.m.* 
*Carols begin at 10:00 p.m. 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Corpus Christi Church 

Sunday, December 26th at 10:45 a.m. 

St. John Neumann Church 

Sunday, December 26th at 8:45 a.m. 

Sunday, December 26th at 4 p.m. 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Obligation to attend Mass is dispensed this year because the Solemnity falls on Saturday. 

Corpus Christi Church 

Friday, December 31st at 5 p.m. 

St. John Neumann Church 

Saturday, January 1st at 10 a.m. 

Solemnity of the Epiphany 
Corpus Christi Church 

Saturday, January 1st at 5 p.m. 

Sunday, January 2nd at 10:45 a.m. 

St. John Neumann Church 

Sunday, January 2nd at 8:45 a.m. 

Sunday, January 2nd at 4 p.m. 

O 

Come 

Let Us 

Adore 

Him 



Adult Faith Programs 
Winter Adult Faith Programs at Corpus 

Christi and St. John Neumann 
By Deacon Larry Day 

Below is a list of adult 

faith activities for this 

winter. Whether the 

activities are on the 

Corpus Christi campus 

or on the campus of St. 

John Neumann, all are 

welcome!  

 

Early Christian Writings 

Meets on Monday nights from 7:00-8:30pm in Francis 

Hall at Corpus Christi. We will continue our studies on 

the Church Fathers. Class will begin January 10, 2022. 

Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study 

Meets on Tuesday afternoons from 12:00-2:00pm in  

Francis Hall at Corpus Christi. We will read and study 

the Old Testament books of II Samuel and  

I Kings. Class will begin January 11, 2022. 

Refreshments provided. Bring your Bible… any 

translation will be fine. 

RCIA for Adults 

Corpus Christi & St. John Neumann 

We will continue our journey with candidates and 

catechumens. Those seeking to enter the Church may 

join us anytime. 
Classes resume January 11, 2022 and will meet from  

7 – 8:30pm in the McAlarney Building. Call Deacon 

Larry at 825-0618 for more information. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

Meets on Wednesday nights from 7:00-8:30pm in 

Daniel Hall at St. John Neumann. We will read and 

study the Gospel of John. Classes will begin January 12, 

2022. Refreshments provided. Bring your Bible… any 

translation is fine. 

Thursday Evening Bible Study 

Meets on Thursday nights from 7:00-8:30pm in Francis 

Hall at Corpus Christi. We will be reading the Old  

Testament Books of II Samuel and I Kings. Classes will 

begin January 13, 2022. Refreshments provided. Bring 

your Bible… any translation is fine. 

Friday Afternoon Bible Study 

Meets on Friday afternoons from 12:00-2:00pm in 

Daniel Hall at St. John Neumann. We will be reading 

the Gospel of John. Classes will begin January 14, 2022. 

Refreshments provided. Bring your Bible…any 

translation is fine.    

Youth Ministry Update 
By PJ Ehling 

Autumn has been a very busy time for youth ministry at  
Corpus Christi! At the end of the summer, our former  
assistant youth minister, Emalee Ridgway, took a different  
position as campus minister at an Ursuline school closer to home. 
The move worked for the best for her family, and we continue to 
wish her the best in her new ministry, and are very grateful for 
everything she did for Corpus Christi and our youth ministry  
program. 

Shortly after Emalee took on her new position, we hired a new 
assistant youth minister, Chelsea Doering. Chelsea comes to us 
with a background in both youth ministry and business. She  
graduated from Thomas More University, studying both business 
and theology, and spent several years in St. Bernadette’s 
(Amelia) youth ministry program. During that time,  
St. Bernadette went through many changes in the format and  
design of their youth ministry program, and Chelsea was very 
involved in this redesign as part of the leadership team. 

Chelsea joined our staff at the end of August, and has been hard 
at work establishing our new 1st-6th grade youth ministry  
program, which launched on October 6th. This program has been 
built to answer the new requirement of the Archdiocese to have a 
year round religious education program, not just a summer  
religious education program. So in our pastoral area, all three 
parishes have their own program to minister to 1st-8th graders in 
both catechesis and spiritual formation. At Corpus, 7th-8th  
graders were already served by our existing youth ministry  
program, so Chelsea has set out to develop this program for the 
catechetical and spiritual needs of our 1st-6th graders. 

A whole team of catechists from our parish have joined Chelsea 
in starting this new program. Many thanks to Deborah Connelly, 
Alison Gates, Christy Williams, Becky Siebert, Melissa Saucedo, 
Sonia Ballard and Jeanne Stephens for their time, dedication, and 
talent given for the spiritual growth of our young people!  
To date, we have over 30 children registered and over 20  
participating each Wednesday. 

Also in the fall, we have been able to restart our Children’s  
Liturgy of the Word program. This program is an extension of 
the Eucharistic liturgy, tailored to meet the needs of kids aged 
roughly 4 years old to 4th grade, to make the Scriptures and Lit-
urgy of the Word more accessible to them. Our catechists do a 
great job of bringing the Scriptures to life for our young people 
through their reflections with the kids and creative ways of  
teaching kids about the Scriptures. Many thanks to the catechists 
who have helped restart this program:  Marty Nuhn, Melissa 
McElroy, Alison Gates, Henrietta Hill, Barb Conway, and  
Mariellen Voit. And thanks also to Anita Niebling, who has also 
helped with Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 

Our 7th-12th grade youth ministry program resumed in  
September for the 2021-2022 school year. We’ve had a great start 
to the year and our youth are going deeper into their faith each 
week. They truly will be leaders in our Church! Many thanks to 
our youth ministry team, Rick and Denise Gaige, Paul and Becky 
Siebert, and Tyler Williams, for their leadership in our program, 
especially when I was out of the office in October due to  
COVID-19 protocols (everyone’s healthy though)! 

We’re looking forward to a great winter season, grateful for 
God’s blessings and the great team of catechists leading our 
young people to a deeper relationship with Christ.  

Please continue to pray for our leaders and students, and know of 
our prayers for you and our parish family! 



2500+ Club 
This is the tenth year the Parish has spon-

sored our 2500 Club monthly raffle! We are 

so grateful to Vicki Schaefer for her many 

years leading this fundraiser (and to Jan Da-

mon for assisting Vicki). And we also thank 

all our Parishioners who have supported the 

2500 Club drawings, and congratulate all the 

winners! 

Now, it is time for us to begin the 2500+ 

Club for 2022, and we are once again asking 

for your support in this effort. Here are 3 

tickets for the coming 2022 raffle, with the 

same price as in past years: $10 for one tick-

et, or six tickets for $50. Additional tickets 

are available in the Parish Office. 

The first drawing of the 2022 Raffle will be 

for a $100 winning ticket in late December 

2021.  As in the past, future drawings for 

two $100 winners occur monthly (in No-

vember 2022, two $500 winners will be 

drawn). And the seller of each winning tick-

et every month will receive a gift basket! 

Remember, your ticket is eligible for every 

drawing during 2022, even if you were a 

winner in previous months. Each winner 

will receive a check in the mail, and will be 

identified in the weekly parish bulletin.   

Tickets and payment may be placed in the 

enclosed envelope and deposited in the col-

lection basket at Mass, or mailed to (or 

dropped off at) the Parish Office. 

Once again, THANK YOU for your contin-

ued support of Corpus Christi Parish! God 

bless you for your goodness! 

Bishop Joe, the Corpus Christi Staff, and 

all our Fundraising Volunteers 

2500+ Club Raffle Ticket 

$10 Each/Six for $50 

NAME _________________________________ 

ADDRESS ______________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

PHONE ________________________________ 

SOLD BY ______________________________ 

  Please enter my name in the drawing. I do not wish to make a 

donation at this time. 

2500+ Club Raffle Ticket 

$10 Each/Six for $50 

NAME _________________________________ 

ADDRESS ______________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

PHONE ________________________________ 

SOLD BY ______________________________ 

  Please enter my name in the drawing. I do not wish to make a 

donation at this time. 

2500+ Club Raffle Ticket 

$10 Each/Six for $50 

NAME _________________________________ 

ADDRESS ______________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

PHONE ________________________________ 

SOLD BY ______________________________ 

  Please enter my name in the drawing. I do not wish to make a 

donation at this time. 


